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Game Or Lottery 



With A Reward Validated And/Or Redeemed Online 



This provisional patent application is related in subject matter to U.S. 
Application Serial No. 09/295,943, filed April 21, 1999, entitled Game Or Lottery With A 
10 Reward Validated And/Or Redeemed Online. 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to games of the type used in promotio nal 

campaigns or lotteries. The inventive method distributes game cards or receipts with 
codel^y^^the codes being validated and/or redeemed online. 

1 5 Background of the Invention 

One form of promotional campaign that has been used to attract customers 
to stores revolves around the use of game pieces. Fast food chain stores in particular have 
distributed game pieces to their customers, with the goal of increasing sales by attracting 
more or repeat customers. The game pieces sometimes provide an instant reward and may 
20 include a portion that is combined with other game pieces to redeem a different award. 

In one game, a perforated cover conceals a hidden reward. To play the 
game, the player removes the cover to reveal the reward. In another game, a scratch-off 
cover conceals a selection of potential rewards and the player exposes a selected reward by 
scratching-offthe cover with a coin, fingernail, etc. These games have been used by a 
25 variety of retail stores and especially fast food chain stores. State lotteries have also used 
such games. 
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prtzes, or discounts, bi - - - ** — *■ ^ a,00d 

ilem , for «*amp.e, french «« - • — I- — »— - 

coition, tf «.« franchisees - » - ■ - — ^ — * ^ 

processing the awarded prizes is costly. 
10 At .east one Burger Kin.® restaurant franchisee has provided customers 

wiU.access^^interne.Uuou^c.mputertern.Wscor^innU^urant.As 
report ,„ The New Vorit Ttmes, ousters receive a persona, iden.fica.ion number 
OTN, which entities them ,„ twenty minutes of interne, access when they mate . 
^umpurcr^eatthe restaurant. Gambiing and sex-oriented sites a. biocfced. The 
15 i„,r„e.accessprovidedu,suc h cus^isno 8 reaur^tha.of» y oU,erperso„who 

Furmer, the customer does no. earn points or credits which permit access to sites or 
^iceswhichar.o^terwiseresuic^u.memh.rs, subscribers, or viewers who payafee 

to access such sites lorservices^ . ■ - 

-^H^saneed for an unproved game in which rewards are enjoyed in 

^ vhW worid, suchasa, an mter^t su/^T — <• - — 

^aourceoftogamewimout^^merhavingtoidentifyhimseif. Further, 
francs are in need of an improved game to promote sa.es and cusu,mer huerest 
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-< **.-«d.-*— Moreover, aoreowne.and 

satisfies these and other needs. 
5 Summary of the Invention 

The present invention provides a method in which rewards are diaribtued 
* playe. with a cod. that permits mem to validate me reward online and, if the reward i, 
in me form o f access to omer^ esrn^n^ne, sites or services. ,o_re*emtte^ 
present inventionlslntoprovement over conventional promotional games 
^Leries in that i, provides piavers^ni^ve to visit a designattdjmeme, site 

rmiS!TSfSZa£^^^ » f °< ,0 v,s " * 

^Zrmined retail store. In mis respect, consume, traffic is direct to a designated 
interne, site or service and then to a store, fo, example, me store where the game card or 
„ceipt was initially chained. Thus, me present invention provides consumers with a 
15 ^forin^cungwimtheinternetsiteand/orstoresofthegamesponsorand,. 

marketing partners. The reward can he v^idaed, redeemed, and enjoyed without the 

customer's identity being disclosed. 

•a-a ^ nlaver mav take the form of a reward of 
The incentive provided to the player may u**> 

lim ited access to one o, more designaed internet-based sites o, service, Such a reward 
20 can include limited use of a video game, search engine, or other commodity or 

.ntcrtainmen, available a, designated sit- on me interne, or limited access to magazme 
articles, research reports, music or other commodity or entertainment available a, 
^g M tedsi«onmemten^.Therew B dc»alsobeadiscoun,.rb«.efi,which,s 
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,„d ™hi=b bas a validation code that can be entered at 
a same card «!»=•> ™» jwrtwWi abeneBtlhatcanbe 

_ trisK ^ fc ,^— - Toramfl «bene S , 

. . tre once the validation code is received, it is voia 
predetermined store. Once th ^benefit is 

„r» to he entered at more than one design 

-. , Thi S » e *odp ro v i d« S »cu S ..n.«» i a,agam.cara«b.ch 
vali da«on cod. matches one of a pt^bflr 

^a.c^ab.c.oH^accc^P— — — 

t,met sites and services based upon purchase 

— "T^l „ — ^— • 

provided with an award idenufier. The award 
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5 

code thereafter tested at a second store to determine if it has. in fact, been registered. The 
l0 customer is provided with a bene*, if .he ,es,ed vaiidation code »as reared. 

.nadifferentarran^menMhe— provides a method for encouragtng 

« individua, to visit a desired interne, si, prior ,o visiting one or more di„-wor,d 
aores. ThU—emcansfortheaeodetoheohuinedfromaniadividaaiata 
desi 6 na t ed, K er„etsi,e.tothere^rhereceiveda,adi rt -w.r.ds.o re .a„dahe„e^he 

„ ^idedifthereceivedcodematchesastoredcode. , thU axemen,, the code can 
originate me individua, o, he harnessed from an e X isU„ 8 medium, and need no, he 
distributed by the host of the game. 

Yet another- arrangement of the invention provides a method for conduct 

• v,- >, a third oarty prize provider is enlisted to provide prizes for 
a promotional game in which a third-party pnz p 

20 .epromotionais^witheachpri.ehei.en^don.ine.Codesc^edis^ 
^oaeormoreiocations.^eachcodehein.redeemahieforaehanee.ovvmat.eas. 
oneofthepri.es. The codes are received , one or more designated interne, s iK , and 
prizes are awarfed in response to receiving such codes. 
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to a»o*» arrang«n*nU . »«h«l for providing awards in the form of 

-b ^»^^.*-^*^«- t *■ ,, " ,, *• ,,,IW, *■""*"" 

Il ^««*^~'»~-•* , -- -to •" , ** , * , • , * 

toternet-b»s.d -ics or sites in response to giving the code a, said select site. 

,„ still another arrangement a method for processing a validauon code 
reived a. a point of sal. (POS) machine during a purchase transaction is disclosed A 
Nidation cod. is received from a corner at a POS machine. The validation cod. is 
,0 ihencompar.dOocallyorremo.eW.o.se.ofprevious.yr.gi.teredvaHdanoncodes. A 

discount signal is generated in response to the comparison, the discount signal awardmg 
.he customer a discount if the cuaomer has already registered the validation code a, a 
designated Interne, site. Finely, the customer is provided with a discounted purchase 
transaction in the amount of the awarded discount. 
15 The e-poin, awards can be a reward of a predetermined number of .-points 

or a dynamically determined number of e-points. Cummers may agg-gate the e-poin. 
.wards from plural gam. carfs. The number of e-points may be decremented in response 
,„ us. of th. sdected site or service, and the cus.om.r-s access to the selected she or 
swvice may b. terminated when the e-points run out. 
20 The validation cod. can take many forms. It may be a single string of 

alphanumeric charts. Alternately, the validation code ma, include a m^ter-cod. 
portion and a sub-code portion, and each game card can have a set of sub-codes from 
which only one sub-code may be .meted. This permits a single game card to offer a 
sdecrion of codes .„ choose from and adds to the excitement of the g«ne. The vaUdation 
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nerein can 1. appUed to — - — 

tt« drawing Figures and Detailed Description. 

Description of the Drawing? 

Fi8 ure , u^.^canisupporangavaUaaUoncode— g.f 

«. alphanumeric portions ft. may bo used in the present invention. 

Fi8u[ e2isavaHation„ f ,hegan,ec K d„fPig.i,i-hiobd«va 1 ida.ion 

code includes an alphanumeric portion and one of a series of icons; 

Fisure 3n.us n ,.e 8 .ha I d«a re an a »g«nen t b s »hichap 1 ave,canva,,da K 

and/or redeem a reward online; 

FiBUre 4 musses a redemption form, partiaiiy fined ■» by a player, for 

15 submitting a validation code; 

F igure 5 illustrates a flow diagram in accordance with a preferred metitod 

of the invention; 

Fig ure 6 musua.es another ademption form for submitting a Nidation 

code; 

20 Figure 7 illustrates a game card supporting a sequence of icons as the 

validation code; 

Figure 8 illustrates a redemption form suitable for submitting the 
sequenced icons from a game card of the type shown in Fig. 7; 
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accorto *» i *.s«co n d.mbod ime n t of I h«»>v»Uo ffi 

Figure 1. illustrates a — *- — * * ^ 
codes from receipts of the type shown in Fig. 9; 

Figure 1 1 illusnatts a variation on the printed receipt of F.g. 9; 
Figure ,2 iHustia.es . flow diagram in accordance win. the second 



embodiment of the invention; 

FiBure 13 mustratesaflowdiag^inaccordancewiutath.rdemhodnnen, 

of the invention; 

Fi8 ,4 iuusuates an axemen, in which an individual indtrectly accesses 
10 * & * 

„ Interne, site designated for processing validation codes; 

Fig . , 5 musua.es a Wen page in which the validation cod. process** 
^ionishandiedaftameofaframesetloadedatastore-sweb^; 

Fig . ,6 illustia.es an online prize-page and third-par* prize sources; 
Figs 17A and I7B illustrate two exemplary prize pages; 
Fig. 18 is a web page showing particular prize selections availab.e to the 



15 



user; 



user; 

20 

in 



Fig. 19 is a Web page showing a particular prize selection select by the 

Fig . 2 0 is a flow chart in accordance with - embodiment of the invention 
„hich th, validation cndes are supplied by players <e.g., from a .ouery ticket); 

Fig. 21 depicts a repeated and desired cycle of consume, behavior enabled 

by the present invention; 

Fig. 22 is a flow chart consistent with the cycle of Fig- 21; 
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comers a, cither dirt-world stores or Interne, sites; and 
codes. 

5 Detailed Description invention is described in 

Bv way of overview and introduction, the present rnve 

.rr— i— — — — 

,0 6».es, a prercqutstte to recerv ng _ validale tne ,r « . 

the validation code be reared onto*. Asdes • „ code into a machine at theii 
a ^remster their validation codes by entering the code into a 
po,„t .wards or raster dte ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

card or receipt was received. E-pointvana 
,5 redemption. ^ 0 ^ to te pa K „t specification refer, u, a measure of 

of a designated internet service or site. 1 he gre 

cmbellishroentnponanyofthesearr g ^ ^ntai of 

30 These game arrangements are discussed below. 
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^ a with A Predetermined Number of E-Points 
Preprinted Game Cards With A rreawr 

Pre Print illustrated. A series of 

In Fies 1 and 2, two variations oi a game ^ 

In Figs, an ^ a 

gam e which may include 600 

aUtributed to a great number of players across ^ ^ q{ Ae 

and,incontrastto P ^^ 

^andwithoutmanualinterventionor «^ ,^^»,«4« 
limited access to an internet service ^^^ t ^ mhn ^oc 
and provide the reward to the player, and there is 

validation code 102, 202 wn.c abarc0 <le andfor 

^s^^inCudea—^ecode 04 204 ^ 

15 prefa ab, y compH- a „de , 0 6^ an • ^ 

The exemplary game cards luu, zuu 

o _ ~r, 11 fl 210 of the game card, the 
off tvpe ins** awa* — - = perforated pon^ U0, 2 0 . 

^.ted portion inches several — ^ ' " ^ ^ „ moving . ^ 
*. pl . y e, «itb an in.tan.lv redeem^ ' ^ ^ ^ where 

„„ the perforated pome .10, 210 fc» 8 fc ^ ^ ^ 

tne perforated portion is separated from the rerna, which 

25 OW a* was granted . be ^traced by ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

features. invention and as shown in Fig. 

In accordance with one arrangement of the invenu 
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d is preferably established 
„si„g a programed computer. As an .11 ^aionship 
Bbte. This ma, be don., for example, by cvchn S 8» ^ 

^issetandassisnedtosefccted 
, validation codes. For example, the awn y „ of the «,a,ionship 

the validation code has been assign ^ ^ ^ e . 

.pointfCdcanbetested). sWeont. Mthattimcan, 

signed validation code may be acco.de can be made on 

ga me cams »im an appropriate d—. , of awa£ ^ ^ ^ , 

^ — ca „ disrover te magnitnde of me 
S^chl.estheda.baseSOO. ^player 

— 1 " C °° toCnne S h ° " chine ,04 such as a personal computer and a modem or 
25 contacts the host system ustng a machme 304 such J , 02 

me machine 30*. The comtecUon * ^ . 308 „hich 

^^oTrhlw-i-nve^onalandformsnopartofOtepresent 
30 I,-*—** „ e of a nmto „f sund»d webbro»s«s s»ch 

invention. The player preferably uses any 
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ft r^mnration Redmond, Washington, and 
as *e internet Explorer®, a product of Microsoft Corporation, R 

(using the «^ *— » of ^ hC « she 

a I Tnon submitting the codes, a further page may be aispiay 

20 from a game card and a selected one ^ 
codes ,0. such that a selection by the player of a particular subcode 108, m 

• v TnViip A The name card 100 has one master code 106 wmcni 
Relationship Table A. The single game card 1 00 provides the player with a 

with a set of six sub-codes 108. A single g „ rf , 1 06 and subcode 108 

» se^on rr^ig^asUte 
^beenteredmana^mpuowinareward. ec ^ 10o . ^ 

n^-ctxte field 402 completed with the mas«r-code 106 from the game 
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player now can select one of the subcode of course fewer or more sub- 



of choices provided to the player from a single game card. 

RELATIONSHIP TABLE A 
Master-Code Sub-Code e-P° ints 



Card No. 



10 


100 




100 




100 




100 




100 


15 


100 




101 




101 




101 


20 


101 




101 




101 



QRX-5522 
QRX-5522 
QRX-5522 
QRX-5522 
QRX-5522 
QRX-5522 

AbD-qqR4 
AbD-qqR4 
AbD-qqR4 
AbD-qqR4 
AbD-qqR4 
AbD-qqR4 



Aal 
B22 
Cc3 
414 

5q5 

6Q6 

french fries 
shake 
burger 
coffee 

chicken dips 
apple pie 



s 


N 


10 


N 


15 


N 


5 


N 


5 


N 


0 


N 


5 


Y 


5 


Y 


5 


Y 


120 


Y 


30 


Y 


0 


Y 



Card Void? Store 
No. 

3400 
3400 
3400 
3400 
3400 
3400 

3401 
3401 
3401 
3401 
3401 
3401 



Re-ationship Table A ***** m»*ra«s that different predetermined 
25 numbers of e-poin,s ean be earned from a given game card, depending on which secede 

code field 404 of the redemption foim 400. The game 

e pom* again depending on which sub-c.de is entered into the redemptton form. 
30 £1 1 Jm of e-points to be awarded vaHes from — 

^l*^^^^-^ rf ^'* i *■ ,,,,h " ,,-,,,, " ,4 ^ 

ewers these codes at the computet station. 

The method according to mis arrangement of me mvenuo. « now 
^ with reference to the process low of Fig. 5. At step 500 a -* 

with amuMplicitv of masses - ** —* - " 

the re— table are stored in me database 300. The game cards are dtstnbuted to 
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players at step 520 in any con v anne r displayed at an 

...of-hesetofsu^*^ appear on th^.^ 

5 a*-*.--*--*— l - 4 -- PM °"? rhevlauoncodes 
tafom aUo„i»«oU, ere a™ P ,ionfo™400a»dpo S «. 0 g I .A t s^^ 

receWed^posredrede^on^^ 

,0 appears on a game card " tot te pliy „ possesses the ,am« 

«a. Thos.U.eeoropansonats.epMO^ „„ , otl « eye „, 

^ ^ *e received codes and reduces *. - - * 
^.heentered^.er-codeisno.assoc.a.edw.d.^ed 

*e» a. srep 550 ft. pWver is - — of 

attempts (e.g., three) ente ^ 
If the master-code and the seiecieu 

maae iu «„c e " the came card ana 



30 

player. 
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After awarding the e-points, the master-code and preferably (but optionally) 
each of the sub-codes associated with that master-code are flagged as void, at step 580. 
The player is then invited at step 590 to spend the awarded e-points at a designated 
internet service or site (by pressing the submit button 408), or can enter additional 
5 validation codes back at step 530 (by pressing the more-codes button 410). Because the 
master-code has been marked as void, if it is subsequently entered at step 530, it will still 
satisfy the validity test at step 540 (because the codes are valid ones), but will fail the 
"card void?" test at step 560. Upon failing the "card void" test, the system provides the 
player with one or more chances to enter correct and non-void validation codes. No 
10 reward is provided if the game-card is void. The order of these steps can be varied 

somewhat as understood by those of skill in the art (for example, steps 570 and 580 can be 
performed in reverse order). 

It should be understood that other relationship tables can be used to define a 
relationship between a validation code and a predetermined number of e-points. What is 
15 important to this embodiment of the game is that a known reward be correlatable through 
the relationship table with a particular input code. Thus, a single validation code can be 
used to provide the same result as using separate master-code and sub-codes: instead of 
separately entering into the machine 304 the master-code and sub-code, a validation code 
can be entered in one step or in one continuous series of steps (see, e.g., the validation 
20 code 1 102 of Fig. 1 1). A single validation code is entered, for example, using a 

redemption form 600 of the type shown in Fig. 6. The validation code is entered in a 
validation-code field 603, and any additional validation codes are entered by pressing the 
more-codes button 610. If the player makes an error in entry, the clear button 606 will 
clear the form. Otherwise, the submit button 608 causes the validation codes to be 
25 processed and causes a subsequent page to be displayed which permits the player to select 
an internet service or site from a selection of designated services and sites. 

The single validation code entered into the redemption form 600 can be 
processed by the host system 302 in the same manner as the separate master-code and 
selected sub-code, substantially as described above. The database 300 in this arrangement 
30 stores a relationship table such as Relationship Table B shown below. That table shows 
for a typical game card 100A the association between the single validation code and the 
number of e-points to be awarded. The game card 1 00A provides the player with a choice 
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prior to the game card 100A bemg voided. However, 
provided on a given game card, as shown in F lg . U. 

RELATIONSfflP TABLE B CardVoid? store 
Card No. Validation Code No^ 

100A QRX-5522-Aal 5 N 3400 

IMA QRX-5522-B22 10 N 3400 

1 ISa QRX-5522-CC3 15 N 3400 

IMA QRX-5522-414 5 340 o 

\Za QWMS22-!£ 0 * 3400 
100A QRX-5522-6Q6 

u of the validation code for each of the choices on 

3o2 - ^u^.^^^xt:^ 

25 « 704-1. 704-2 , ^ pUyet vslli< Utes ft, canl a«ir.d«n» 

b sh»»n in FIM. goo ^ d . splays . plorality icons 

802-1, 802-2 *u " othef input device 

ic on s802u. t h e r.d™pt.<.nfonnbycl, C l I .n8 
, 5 0 ve rte ieon.Each toea .= n.o U »bu«o, lis p™s 5 «d,» 1 con«02. S d,sp 
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A . h fonn standard graphical user interface (GUI) programming and 
entry 804 in the form. Stanoarag^ fec 

displayed as a code entry 804 in the form ^800 cUck ^ lected from among 
With further reference to Fig. 8, the player nas 

. w 704.! ^ 704-2 that appear on the game card 700. As a 
5 the icons 802 the first two icons 704-1 and 

„ SU H, code — S04-> ^ S0« deplc, — <™ ^ 
play er — *• — *» "7 ™11 ta cte rrf u,» B m= 

^ „ nfifi When all six (or however many) icons 704 have Ken 
clear button 806. When all ^ ^ code 

, „ so as «, march the axemen, on the game card, «« P y 

^.submirbuttonSOS. Asdescribedabove.^.uo «l-d « ^ 

ino fW the nlaver has more game caras. 1 
signifying to the host system 302 that the play a ^ page or 

button can be provided on the redemption form 800 or can P 

frame - • • * n f the use of game cards having icons on 

A oarticular benefit arising out of the use 01 gam 

^7 Game Card WUh Dyn.mU.Uy Number of E- 



20 F ° intS • m A9 „dB described above associate a predetermined 

The relationship tables A and B described nmnrisesa 
f - ntswith each validation code, whether the validaUon code comprises a 
number of e-points witn eacn However, the invention is 

-T;:=:r^st:rrr^^ecard r 

not so limited. 1 tie cooes may e-ooints at the 

. fsee Section E below), or may be assigned a number of e points 

25 host system 302 (see £>ecuun ^ 

However, at step 570, the e poims - nts awar ded is 
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number within prescribed limits (e.g., between 0 and 120). Th 

routi ne isthen awarded at step 570 to the ~ ^ fee dete ^ e d omer than 

The number of e-points awarded to aplayer can 

, „. noints awarded to first comers, frequent shoppers, etc. wna 
randomly, for example, more points awarae ^ ^ 

. rt f the invention would be similar iu 4W 

Determined Number of E-points 

° ;;; „ f ^— — *■ — * - - — r.r 

^ 902 coding of . m»« cod. 906 ( Tod,, . C > 

u ^onRrYourIcon")intheformofasticKngurci 6 
characters and a sub-code 908 ( Your 1 

number ("TN"), cash tendered, and change given. If a credit or 
transaction number (, i in w«» receiot to 

identify the card that was used, as well as other card 
can enter the master code 906 (Yellow fnrm that corresponds to the icon 

z^zr~~~i — — 
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^tabie, 

fields using the clear button 1006 or input adrenal codes using the 

101 °- , Hnn the receipt 900 to make it difficult for 

A variety of icons can be printed on the recerpt * 

^ i„ Edition the display of icons (sub- 

codesl <KM)i».h««dempt l onfon O 1000c*n nthereceipt) appem 

i».,a»dompos«.o=m,hef.nn. ^ For ,xamp.e, on any givea day, 

.» - 1^. Code" ^ ^ JLatfon -nay * — - 

U corned to the po.nt of sale (POS)temm> r refen ,bly, .he receipt 

20 1 100 further includes a machine-readable code 1 104 or pr 

^ vandal code - *. ~* - -* ^^.^L- 

.^a^e^pHs.nyP^C— 

3„ £L Uen* - — , a, *ep U30, *. PCS — — - 
^Luonde Mi ^op 8 v, i e. a « re u i evedva 11 daUo»^e„»oa t ece. pL 
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,hen may be updated at step 1250 to ensure ^ ^ , costtmer 

S (Aatishavingbeenprintedonarece^thevaUd 

^ e data store of val.dat.on codes. EachP ^ AeV alidauo» 
^recuv through a net„o* to the host system »» for ^ ~. » 
,„ codesi,theda»base 3 00. ^connecnoncanbccon^ 

terminal has access to the enure senes rf on 

15 rasdescribedin^UonheadingsA^dBabove. 

mistering thevalidauon code, as descnb .he database 300 or 

The validation codes can be removed duectly fro 

^ Tbe unsigned validation codes ate av» ^"^^ ^ „ 

retrievable through a program call to „ 00. The program 

codeandp.acesitinmeprin^rbur.er.bepnnudo * .» ^ 

.ecuted along »i,h - other insuuetions ^ ^ZL^ to be 
25 configured to flag me validation code as assigned, or ause<h 
25 conugur signed validauon codes. 

removed (e g., popped) from th. hst .rE-Point, Based On 

D Purchase Transaction Receipt yy 
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At a time shortly after the purchase transaction is made, the computed number of e-points 
is reported back to the host system 302 along with its assigned validation code for 
inclusion in the database 300. This enables the customer to enter the code into a suitable 
redemption form, such as one of the redemption forms of Figs. 4, 6, 8 and 10. This 
5 method may proceed as described above in connection with Fig. 12, except that the 

number of e-points awarded is calculated and printed on the receipt, as shown in phantom, 
at step 1260. 

The validation codes are preferably established at the outset of the game 
and a number of validation codes are distributed to each POS terminal and/or store for 
1 0 printing on individual receipts. Alternatively, the validation code can be generated using 
the purchase transaction details and then printed at step 1230 onto the receipt. The 
validation code along with the awarded number of e-points is thereafter provided to the 
host system 302. A suitable validation code generator is described in U.S. Pat. No. 
5,892,827 of Beach et al. 
! 5 E-point awards can be valued at one point per penny spent, can be awarded 

in rounded amounts (i.e., by the tens or hundreds), and other correlations between amount 
spent and e-points earned are within the scope of the invention. Thus, differing amounts 
of e-points can be awarded for the same amount spent, with the variation in the award 
being a function of the products that were purchased. For example items or services for 
20 which there is an excess inventory or an ongoing promotional campaign may be awarded 
more e-points than other items or services. 

E. Game Card or Receipt Validated Online 
By distributing validation codes to players and customers which are 
validated at an internet site (e.g., at a web page maintained by the game-sponsoring 
25 organization), the game of the present invention provides players and customers alike with 
a reason to visit a particular internet site. In accordance with a further aspect of the 
invention described under the present section heading, the player or customer is given an 
incentive to return to the retail store, in addition to or instead of an award of e-points. 

In Fig. 13, a game card or receipt such as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 7, 9 and 11, 
30 is distributed to a customer at step 1 3 1 0. The game card or receipt supports a visible 

validation code, as previously described. The customer thereafter accesses the host system 
302 and enters the validation code into a redemption form (see Figs. 4, 6, 8, and 1 0). In 
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code entered into the redemption form is received si 

at step 1330. me validation code into me redemption 

If the customer were to re-enter me vaiio™ ,.,.,,„„ 
. . lfeMmB were awarded the first time that the validation 
form, it would register as vord. If -points were 

code was entered, none would be awarded on th. s«.nd attempt to redee 

Hoover, the "void" — of the p- ^ 
^enpresentedal.predeKnmned store, asa.s«p 340. T» «> 

validation code is entered at tne ruo torm5nes whether the 

m e V a,idatioucode database,. Atstep 1350, the term- "~£^ ml . 

^^^"*r^ > ^T wasnotprevious,, voidedthen 
drains the voided-card status information. Ifjta ■= ^ 

advertisements, caulog items and promotional materials up to 

display of the redemption form. Desto .aled Internet Sile(s) 

F Amngements With Indlrert Access To The Desrgn. 

tl.usercanaccess.vaHe^ofWebsitesfromhisorhermachine^O, 

30 m use » , Tnthe arrangements of 

z:rtrrr.^r^~-:r • 
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Web si«es 1420 and ,470). in these arrangements, <^ — — " " 

„,.,„ Web site Fig. 14 shows links fiom to Web pages of 
to host sys.cn, 302 fro- -~ ^ ,„ rae sttre s ,41— 1«0 

have outsourced the code-processtng and prize-awarding 
,„ to server tha, suppo*, to Web page 1440, instead „ t hosting to* — 
. Te S Thus.cus.omerlm.wsingorsnoppinga.d.es.oreUlOcanen^. 

0 themselves. Thus,, custom — — »j nr other source and thereafter access that store s 

validation code from a receipt, game card, or other source 

^bl 1420. The cus»mer may have to navigate through a number of pages a. tot 
«ceived a. th. «or« ; however, « is no. re q utred. A, « one of the pages a, the Web 
customer to a different and designate Internet site, and, more 

,440 Which is hosting to code-processing and prize-awarding functions of to present 
inVen " 0 "' Tnchost^mOdispUysaredempnonformand.submitbunonas 
2 „ described above. Preferably, a banner space 1450 is provided which includes tfcta from 
1 Ling Web site, .notor words, to name of storesite, will appear tn, he b»r«, 
^450 if a customer accesses bos. site 1440 from storesite, .com, and the name 

aoresite2.com. Thehostsite ,440 -^b.p^^.<»-*^ 

25 characteristic which cause, to bos, she ,0 identify «- «"™£ m 

tot accessed it. Th. linking site provides information ,0 to hos, s.te «o .dentify ..self so 

^ d If to unking site has to authority ,. access these fean.es, to customer can 



30 

or Internet site. 
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As understood by those of skill in the art, there are several ways to 

v t, Web site a customer has come when he or she accesses the host s.te 
determine from whtch Web sxte a custom viable "Click Here To Submit Validation 
1440 As one example, a simple form having a visible Click He 

button andahiddenstore identifier ca.be presented to the customer m the banner 
5 space 1430, 1460. Such a form is shown below in pseudocode. 

<form 

<inDUttype=hiddenname="ResponsePage 

15 </form> 

Upon clicking .he b«,on 1430, such a form U pos,ed «o a bin for processing by a 

r^«^^^-**-'--"" fc,d,,,a, *r".- 

forn% which in mte example is "mainpage. fimc , iona htv can be 

Al.ema.iv.ly, me code-processing and prize-awardmg funconal.ty can 
handled wHhin a frame , 500 in a r^nese, loaded a. .he s,ore-s Web si.e 1420-, . *~ 
25 i„ F ig.>5. Asenesofbunonsfornavigaunga-WebsheH^areprov. 

L incl^ngabnnon.S.Owhichcausesaredernp.onforrn.obed.splayed.n^ 

si.es and services b, spewing any e-poin K ft. are awarded, or can presen, «,« 
^d ame code a. a vinaa, o, din-world s M re . receive a henefl. (for nav-ng gone .o 
,„ I^UlOaflervoidingmevalida.ioncode,. ,f ^— are awarded, .hepn-canbe 
enjoyed in a ft^epresenledta place of .he franw 1500. 

A corner who UU, receives a validation code a. Ore aore 14,0 can 

^ 1ta ^-^--*-**•»--'-■~ ,, ""*" ,h '' , " 

illustrated in the following example. 

EXAMPLE 1 
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- e m TR i Ago cater to the same 
A retail clothing store 1410 and a retail music store 1480 carer 
A retail uu s eac h store offers discounts 

u- Throueh a cross-marketing arrangement, eacn store 

demographic group. Througn a provided at a 

to the customers ofthe other if their respective customers first ^ J ode 

mus . c store ^ vice versa. If the 

5 on a game card or receipt at the weo sue 

„me reaft er visits the other storeCwithin any specified 

tra f« c their way, for example, a fixed tee or a ^ -» 
directing consumer traffic their way, custo mer's 
Of course, both stores must have access to the registered codes 
10 compliance wim the go-online requirement can be tested ^ 

Benefits And Prize Awards 

^ ^ awards - a — r - — *- fc ceMm 

a . i TV, e mize oaee 1490 provides selection icons 1602-1, 
illustrated in greater detail. The prize page i<* v ,w The selection 

l602 -4 1602-n from which the user can select a prize to enjoy online. The selection 
1602-4,..., 1602 ntr selectable -links and most preferably anchored 

icons 1602 may comprise, for example, selectable romMessed {e „ a BMP 

2 0 images (e.g., OIP, IPO or other image files, compresse ^Z^L, the 
fil e )) representative of the various prizes that can ^ S ^^j^" other services that are 
prizes include access to Web sites, games, magazme articles, and oth 

« a variety of SOUTCeS. In fig. lvy « r 

use). The prizes can come from a variety oi m> 

25 ; «. ,« «* »*, — — 1610 tavmg -r^ 

^^^^ ^7"^*::^.^ 

i *m The illustrated game source 1 630 has two g<ui 
or more game sources associated with the prize page 1 490 such as 

30 private prize selections 1 640, proviaeu 



Web site. 
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Tto set of selection icons 1602 to be displayed on the prize page 1490 can 
be dynamically determined so that only the prizes that the user can select with the number 
of e-points that have been awarded are presented. For example, prizes that require more e- 
points than the user has may not be displayed, or can be displayed but rendered non- 
5 selectable (e.g., using a DHTML script to not provide (or to eliminate) anchor tags from 
around the selection icon(s) 1602-x for which the user does not have sufficient e-pomts. 

Fig. 17A illustrates an exemplary prize page 1490A made available from 
the storesitel.com Web site. The prize pape 1490A offers customers who visited the 
storesitel.com Web page a ^Wnnn of rr^azines from publisher 1610, a game from the 
10 game source 1630, and a private prize 1640. Fig. 17B illustrates an exemplary pnze page 
1490B provided by the storesite2.com Web site. Thi s prize page 1490B only providesa 
selection of magazines from which to choose an article or story to read. The pnze page 
"l490B provides a different selection of magazines than the prize page 1490A, namely, one 
magazine from the publisher 1610 and two from the publisher 1620. The prizes on the 
15 exemplary prize pages 1490A and 1490B constitute non-overlapping sets, although that is 
not required. In a practical implementation of the invention, the store 1 410 may cater to 
younger customers who are more interested in playing games and reading about teen- 
issues or hobbies whereas the store 1480 may cater to an adult crowd and provide a more 
sophisticated selection of prizes (such as daily and specialty newspapers, professional 
20 journals and magazines, business articles, etc.). 

Fig. 18 illustrates a further Web page 1800 which is displayed after 
selecting the selection icon 1602-1 A of Fig. 17A. The Web page 1800 presents the user 
with a more particular selection of articles and other items from which to select a pnze to 
enjoy online. W hen the user selects a particular article or story or omer prize, a further 
25 Web page 1900 is presented o n the user's browser (Fig^for displaying a selected 

article The selected article is displayed within the Web page 1900, as at 1902. ThisWeb 
^^^n^ ^uttons such as button 1904 whirr, the user can use to indicate a desu-e 
- ^bTcribe to the magazine, if they so desire, or press to link to "partner" sites, using the 
button 1906. If the selected prize was a game, the user might be presented with the 
30 opportunity to download the game for a fee after playing, if the user so desires. 
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The actions described above in connection with Figs. 14-19 can be 
implemented in one or more methods in accordance with particular embodiments of the 
invention. 

H. Electronic Distribution Of Codes 

The validation code can be supported on a variety of media, including but 

not limited to: 

Printed Media: Electronic Media: 

game cards e-mail 
receipts web pages 

bottle caps and inserts frames 
candy bar wrappers banners 
other product packaging 
blow-in cards from magazines 
free standing insert ("FSI") 
direct mail 

customized advertisements 

In the case of electronic media, the code can be distributed over an 
electronic communication link from a server to a client. For example, the code can be 
conveyed within an e-mail from an e-mail server to the e-mail account of a user -if the 
user's identity is known. (In anonymous transactions in which a code is to be provided, 
the user must provide his or her e-mail address in order to be able to receive targeted e- 
mails or other information or offers.) 

E-mails can be sent to a user in response to a purchase transaction that was 
made at a retail store or a Web site. U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/250,358, 
entitled "DIGITAL TRANSACTION REPORTING WITH TARGETED 
ADVERTISEMENTS; 1 filed February 12, 1999, discloses a system and method for 
targeting a promotional offer or advertisement to a customer in response to a specific 
purchase at a retail store or at an internet site in which an account of the user is charged, 
and such patent application is hereby incorporated by reference as if set forth in its entirety 
herein. Alternatively, the e-mail can be sent (1) to audiences that are targeted in other 
ways, (2) to persons who have opted-in to receive messages from the e-mail source, or, 
less desirably, (3) to a variety of e-mail accounts through a mass "mailing" (so called 
spamming). 

I. Outsourced Code Distribution 
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^ fcandled by a card issuer (eg., by Visa®. Mastercard®, Am-can Ex^ss*. 

EXAMPLE 2 

5 . fnntrnns first go to the participating stores, make 

^ offer discounts «r online regards ,f p.«ns*» *o ^ ^ 

o^ using .he card issuer's card and .hen «- ^a desgn ^ ^ 

^erprovidescodcson^^^^ '^£ZuC*»«K*™> 
aoove-referenoed paten, application crawled DIGITAL 
,„ WITH TARGETED ADVERTISEMENTS." The customer accesses the site ~® 
1 0 WITH 1 ARUc t ^ validation code. (The 

vaUdationcodeorou^eridenufierop^canbe-^ 

and no, the Web address of each r>W T !h"hi.»thatis foreach 
lection by a customer of a particular aore s Web s..e from th 

e^issuer-ssi^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

■ • rJm i me card issuer can pn,vid« a credi. on u,. customer's account, or advse th. 
20 vssuers card, the card .ssue Hillo „ for « C eWing u« discount has been satisfied and 
point-of-sale terminal that the co»d..,on for »»'™>* ^ ^ of . 

app,y the discount to the present retai. transact. This further ev n. c 
^fcoothec^d issue, for piaymg. role m driving .he repe»s* a, tha. 

participating store. 

■J^Supp.iedC.de. A.d'c.V.s Harnessed From O,.., Events And 

Things ... 
to accordance »iu, another embodiment of the invent the user ...her 
e„ KB .code«passwordofu^choiceorthecodeisl»rr^f ro m^med.um. 
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e llM Web site- Each time that a Web page with such a banner ad is 

page of a particular Web site, bac cfln be generat ed 

data such as which concert, rattle, lonery 

,. — 

constitute the validation code. 

EXAMPLE 3 

- * Once the winning numbers are 

LH o^ «L hand, — «— — - — * ' 

one of the selected store's Web sites. 
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the obtained codes can be accessea y « reBiste red" validation code. 

Prefetably, the obtained codes for each selected stor „ 
register validation code can be stored once and ^ 

ohtain benefits a, such stores, o, thereate, .fa ry ^ ^ ^ 

:o omvided to the customer and the lottery 
. -irnr. ifmere is no match men no benefit is provided to tnec 
steplOSO.iftnereisn olhcrwis e »hen there is a match, the 

ticket is remmed to the customer a. step 2060. Othervnse, 

_ is rewded for having gone online, ente*d his -™J^ ^ „ 
25 shopped a, a selected *ore. ^'^^^^^^ 
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fiirther benefits may take into account other predetermined criteria such as whether the 
store has excess inventory to sell, any specials that are in progress or planned, and the like. 

Optionally, the received lottery ticket (or a data file generated by reading 
the ticket) can be forwarded to a clearinghouse at step 2080. The clearinghouse might be a 
5 state/national lottery commission or a lottery facilitator charged with the task of 

maintaining and processing lottery tickets for such state/national commissions. Thereafter, 
the store might enjoy a rebate at step 2090 for processing the lottery (or other) ticket 
transaction. 

For other ticket types, there may not be a rebate of the ticket cost, but other 
1 0 benefits can be provided at step 2070 such as a discount on one or more purchases, special 
offers, online awards as described above. 



EXAMPLE 4 

A player enters his or her lottery pick numbers at a designated Internet site 

15 using a redemption form as at step 2010 of Example 3. In accordance with a variation of 
the invention, prior to making the entered code available to any selected stores, the lottery 
pick numbers are tested for validity against the database of lottery pick numbers that were 
part of a particular drawing (e.g., the most recent drawing). Only if the code is valid will it 
be registered or voided at the designated Internet site. To achieve this comparison, the 

20 designated internet site includes a link to a data store of the lottery numbers that were 
picked for a given drawing. 

The registered code can now be presented at any participating Internet site 
or dirt- world store to redeem a benefit such as a discount. In this arrangement, the user is 
presumed to have purchased a lottery ticket based on his or her knowledge of a valid code; 

25 even if the user provides a set of lottery pick numbers without having purchased the ticket, 
the participating Internet sites still benefit from this fraudulent act when that user makes a 
purchase at their sites. In other words, the "player" was directed to that site to make a 
purchase and so the marketing campaign was a success. In any event, the player may be 
required to present a lottery ticket bearing a registered validation code if the benefit is to 

30 be redeemed in a dirt-world store. 

The method of this example applies to other enumerated ticket types (e.g., 

movie tickets). 
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2020, tha, is. of the aores parting in *« P«— • *~ — * " 

then made available a. the stores associated with that Me. ,.,,..„, 
Tl« invention has «i.i W in envi»™,.,.U oUtex ^ fas. food chatns, 

-.tt-fmet sites The invention may be used to encourage 

tothe theater or go „ a designated store, as described , the fo,low,ng Exampies. 

Example 5 

A cummer purchases a movie ticket having » visible validation code 
■ a : ,«i„F ie s9»ndll. The validation code from *= ticket stub is entered at an 

Ion code ,„ a redemption form as previous,, desCbed. the customer „ 
^ further information about the movie S u». seen o, future movies o, other m_ 
^Uuot — »the public uruessthev have earned e-po.nts o, have regtstered a 

20 validation code. 

Example 6 

A customer purchases a movie ticket as in the prior example, and enters the 

25 .audauoocodeisvoideobytiteactofregisteringit The cus,omer may now pr.se .the 
voided movie tick., stub a. one or more designated .hearers o, — for . benefu, e.g^a 

U. may require the customer to visit a dirt-wor,d store within two weeks of Cher vo.dmg 
the ticket stub or seeing the movie. 



30 



K. 



Indefinite Returns To Participating Internet Sites And Stores 
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The steps of obtaining a code at a designated Internet site and thereafter 
receiving the code at a dirt-world store or another Internet site can be repeated indefinitely. 

With reference now to Figs. 21 and 22, a code is obtained at a designated 
internet site at step 2210 through a customer's machine 304 connected to the Internet 306. 
5 The customer either creates the code (step 2220A; e.g., by entering a made-up code such 
as a password, lottery pick numbers, etc.), or has the code distributed to him or her in a 
printed form (step 2220B; e.g., game card, FSI, receipt, etc.) or an electronic form (step 
2220C; e.g., by e-mail, banner, etc.). The customer thereafter goes to a store as illustrated 
by the arrow 21 10. At the store (e.g., a dirt world store such as the store 2120), the 
10 customer provides the code to a clerk at a point-of-sale terminal, as indicated at step 2230. 
If there is a match, as determined at step 2240, a benefit is provided to the customer (step 
2250). If there is no match, no benefit is provided (step 2260). These acts comprise the 
fundamental building block 2130 of repeated and desired customer behavior. These acts 
can be repeated with the customer going back online, as indicated by the arrow 2140, 
1 5 entering the code at the machine 304, going back to the store 2 1 10, and making a purchase 
at the store 2120 (which can be the same store or a different store, depending on the 
promotion). 

EXAMPLE 7 

Turning now to Fig. 23, a method in accordance with another aspect of the 
20 invention provides benefits to customers at either dirt-world stores or Internet sites. At 
step 23 10, a validation code is distributed to the user in any of the manners described 
above, such as from a receipt from a purchase transaction, a game card, or through a 
banner ad displayed on a Web page of a Web site. The validation code is registered at a 
designated Internet site at step 2320. In the event that the code is provided to the customer 
25 in electronic form (e.g., from a banner ad), then registration is achieved by first linking to 
the site addressed in the banner ad and then linking to a specified further Internet site. 

The user next navigates to a participating Internet site or dirt-world store 
and, if the code is presented, it will be tested to see if it was registered, at step 2330. If the 
code was registered, a benefit is provided at step 2340. If the code was not registered, no 
30 benefit is provided at step 2350. At the conclusion of the transaction the user is provided 
with another code and will receive the same or an increased benefit if the cycle is repeated, 
that is, by looping back to the code distribution step 23 10. 
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Optionally, the benefit P custOTier 
desired c^b^o, <* ta """*T^ 

setting can be stored m a database juu ^ B 

The repeating cycle" isVomewhat facilitated if the selection of stores 
The repeatmg ^ cy ^ ^ ^ rf ^ ^ 

parting inme game o^^^^^ 

code was distributed. Because the source of the code can ^ 

can be traced bac, to the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Qf 

dynamically determined and delayed to the tndi y ^ ^ 

course, if the promotion is geared to encourage onhne sales, g 

20 debuted, by scannmg a maehmena* ^ or voldeQ online, 

particular goods and services wn indicates the 

25 codesinviewoftheadvertisedorpromotedmcenuves. ^ 

™w Further, data 

^begad^^^^dconcen.n^y^^^ ^ 
p^ented - » poU»-of-sa>e, and ft. »ew.y purchased - 

particular items as well as other items. 
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_ . , n „ ofT he Code Processing Feature 

processing, ^ sh»v» i» the f««o^ g pseudocode: 

*™X^://con OT me,di B M.WcgUbWmai»pa g eW' 

med.od-"post" 
onsut>mil-"retutn doneO, » 

< re _.^ ph . c ^ ion . gir ^e--A-></^ 

< td ><IMG src-graphics/question-gir name=»F"></td> 
</tr> 

20 ^n!^vDe=hiddenname="ResponsePage" 

<input type=hidden name= code = value 

<input ty P e=subm.t value= ^ S ^ cUck= ., restart0 ;«> </H4> 
25 <input type=reset value- Clear onci 

</foim> 

„ t es8M in the redemption form ofFig- 8 initially are set to display a 
A « of the code entnes 804 m the P ^ ^ ^ ^ (see 

wildca rd image in their respective crib yisible input fields (clear 806 and 

code entry 804-3). Tnis form, Forml, mcludestw ^ 

submit 808)andtwo*dden^^ 

* w^K browser at the machine 304. ineniuu 

o isp U y edo„*e_ S "~; fi „ sthe ^soffce^pagetodispUyafte, 
aisp^ed. ^^^^^^.^nSOS,. The "code" fle.ds.oK, 



30 



35 
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„ lo!lding ft. cunen, page -h,ch <* ^ fo 

«Lrte»ac»n-l)docm»«ntB. Sre -codeE*y, 
SputCodelcurrentlcon] = codeValue, 



> 

20 



25 



!,» pa*™*** P«d «, .he »P°at=lco» fto^on «: ^ 

^ selected icon 802 and 



validation code. 



updatelconrouunecanbeusedt p ^ Ae foUowing statement wluch 

in an event handler responsive to an onclick event 
35 responds to the selection of the icon 802-3 : 

lick _ " up dateIcon(currentIcon;graphics/fries.giF.3); 
° nCl,Ck " c^enUcon^urrentlcon;" 
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The value of the indexed variable currentlcon is used to dynamically modify the source 
attribute of one of the cells "A" through "F in the Forml to have the value of the 
parameter "codeEntry" that is passed with the function call. For example, in the above 
statement, the variable codeEntry is assigned the image "graphics/fries.gif The value of 
the currentlcon variable is indexed with each icon selection, from an initial value zero to 
six (due to the postfix notation), for a six-icon code as shown in Fig. 8. The values of the 
codeEntry and codeValue parameters are established with respect to each icon 802-x, and 
the value passed to the updatelcon function depends on which icon 802 was selected. 

The icons 802 are preferably arranged in a two-row table using standard 
HTML tags, with an event handler responding to the user's icon selections. For example, 
a validation code is entered by a customer by click-selecting on the various selectable- 
links (icons 802). The following pseudocode includes an event handler which responds to 
a mouse click over icons 802-1 and 802-2; however, the entire set of icons 802 can be 
handled in the same manner, with the event handler preferably managing the details of 
which icon was selected: 
<table> 

<td><ahref=' , #Sr' onclick= H eventHandlerO;"><IMG 

src= M graphics/coffee.gif></a></td> 

<tdxa href="#S2 M onclick= H eventHandler();"><IMG 

src="graphics/icecream.gif , ></a></td> 

*** 

</table> 

A preferred event handler for "eventHandler()" is the updatelcon function described 
above. 

Referring again to the Forml, the visible input fields, clear and submit, 

each include an event handler. The clear button 806 responds to an onclick event by 

invoking the function restartO, which causes the code entries 804 to be reset to their initial 

wildcard images, and also resets the indexed variable currentlcon. The restart() function 

can be implemented as a javascript routine as in the following pseudocode: 

function restartOI 

currentlcon=0; 

document.A.src=wildCard; 

document.B.src=wildCard; 

document.C.src=wildCard; 

document.D.src=wildCard; 
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document.E.src=wildCard; 
document.F.src=wildCard; 

) - . . The variable wildcard can be 

THe ^M. current - « ^ Varab 

5 defined as follows: 

varwildCard= I graphics/question.gif); 

^*-a- - ecodeis 

compleie <~» =° Kred - "* ^ .. . j com/cgi . bin / m ai„p, E e.h m .» This 

field, which in .his sample - »hn P ://cons U n,crd,g,ul.com/c g 

even, handler is reprinted in pseudocode as follow: 

15 fu„cd„ndo»cO{if(c»«=»' I «'" <6)reWmfi,ke;> ' 

. «f i„» „„t.l the variable currcntlcon has been 

indexed .o 6 (that is, unul s,x codes enmcs 

will be processed by posting the inputCode array 

„ ^ Mcess M all of .he valid codes and can .es, .he sublmed 

„ code for a . s^ed c<^ Bo- , * ^ my „ 

iconsSmuvdenttyofcodeenmesSfMluu: ^Code array can be 

KS ,cd,clem=n.byelemen.,aga 1 n S .u.ese.ofv ^ 

30 array can be transferred to the hidden field code 
the javascript pseudocode shown below: 

function «!HJ-«CodeTrfo^iiipu^l^ inp utCode[ll + 
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va l ue ofthe"cod."f«Mto' I onnltob e updaKai™ 

,„ ad ve niSe n«n E ona K l«vi S icns««o„or bugs wh,c B ^ luce „ t) . 

„0 4) andone one-hour show (show 1E 2F , 20 , 2H.21, 3J, 3K. 3L, 

,5 ^,4N.40,4P,4Q,S^S.5-T ^ "winning" code includes one 

^ SOT ^"^: f r« shows, fol e^e, andean, such w^ninscodescan 
adVeniSem " ,,dUn : 6 ^ altTcanhe rewarded with, bene* bv entering code such 

"d'> ^M Q Zr^.seieCionoficonsrepresen^eofeach 
as I A, F, J, N, Rl or {D,I, M, *^ advertiser or product, or by otherwise establishing 

play er attempt to guess, he she w.1 , J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of 

P— — ^ Wi ™"" S ^ J! Twist* of the television station, for example, 
.he advertiser or an crime reward a, the Web s ^ 

^^^^^^^ 

registered). M „ indicate (in addition to or instead of their 

I„ the case of bugs, the bugs can indicate (in aa 
fi • .sastationl^aproductbeingpromotedand/oracodeelementOike 
30 typical function as a station iuj a p 
icons 802). 
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Y^^rzS^-- 

a \ (Qhtnin n b^efit. — 

V ST-^OfSaleCodTProcessIng for 

WhenavalidationcodeisrecewedatapomtofsaleCP ) 
w . —:..~A.,MA*i\cm code must be 



10 



15 



W a vahdauon cone . ~ ; ^ ^ 

^pie, » a rcui. store „, a. .„ h»emet s«e. the . 

f ir. M The POS machine may be an electron* cash regtster an 
ofF.g.24. Th=PU» ivedva | id , ti „„ code is men compared to 

en dprocesso,a,a»I».eme« 8 .«e. Therecetv ^ valid ati„„ 

previous* resiaered va.id.tion cedes a, sup ™* P"> » 
odes can be made avaUabie, tb, e*amp.e, nom the ^ ^ ^ ^ 
disc o„n, signai is thereafter - «K— ^ — ^ ^ 

^eat.desi^In^etsiu.ats.ep^O^ _ ^ ^ ^ 
O.eomme.registraUonrcu-men^ hrs °< ^ otthe 




25 



30 



P Sources Of Revenue 

^are.vanetyofsourcesofrev^uea.se.i^d^or.orm^ 

,• „ Afeecanbeassessedforeachcodematisdismbuud. A 
asp ec K o f U.e P rescn,,nven,,on Afee^b f ^ eoniine 
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te „ ^ — advetttslng ^ _ te we„ - - 

— : -r:r^£-^, 

* m ,r*A for two-way communication i.e.g., 
computer or television configured for two y or 

, u„ w line or two-way communication cable line or iu> f 
connected to a telephone line or two wy connecte d to convey 

Mogadon to and from an,n«eme, S ««. Ex**** » . wave imrfero ««. 

sensing s »„eh ^ -d -cophone. B-^rJP ^ _ ^ 

,„pemn.th«<^°n^.on»keaselecuon. H ^^^cc 

and thK= chapter sub^ea* used M a, noted above, a 

alphanumeric characters or icons being used. 
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described inU.S.PaKn<No. 5.892,827 of Bea 

— -*-«' b '"--£ ^Icris ptovidedwithan 
p», pK-vides . amative ,echni,ue to ensunn, that each cus 

As used herein, the lenn 8 ame card 
^ium which can display *« vaUdation codes, and mclud* >™* 

■Wat which a 8 ame catd (. more ■ ^ ^ 

As used herein, ."selectable-link" is a .rephical o, ux.ua, eleme* 
„ , di„af^Wehp.ge»h i ci,c a usesaWehb ro ^r W addressano 1 he,Web P a g e 
d,spIa,ed.naf.rs<Webpag mo „,e.bunon is pressed. The 

20 when a mouse is positioned ovet the element ana ■„ .hi* HTML 

Labi, link includes among other possible links: anchored text as .n me HTML 

selectable-hnk tnc.u validation 

expression ^href.-consumere.^.^a^H 

^''^rrl Xiink is implement is not mauria, ,„ the invention. 
25 — ^ ^hlh, a ^ * - - Web sue o f anotne, company « 

While the invention has been desenbed m detatl wtm pamcu 
^ embodiments thereof, * — - » f ^"t^T.!^ 
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c) 



which .cess is otherwise restricted, comprising the steps of: 

; providing. — ^ * 

validation code supported thereon; 

second machine, the second machine storing a pmramy of 

validation codes; and 

adding the customer with a number of e- P oints if the vahdatton 
code that was input into the first machine matches one of the 
plurality of validation codes stored in the second machine, the e- 
points being exchangeable for limited access to the predetermined 
sites or services on the internet. 
2 The tnemodas in claim 1. wherein each valid*™ cod. compns« a 
' ma ster-code and a on. sub-cod. in a se, o, sub-codes, each gam. card 

supposing the mas-code and me se, of subcodes, the mastered, end 
on. of th. sub-codes in the set being input into the first machme. 
3 . rhememodasinc.aima.v^inU.emas^rcodeon.achgamecamm 

the series is unique. 

Th. method as in claim 2, wherein the sub-codes in the set are .cons. 
Th.methoda.inc^m^he^n^ars.rnadunedispiaysapu^.f 

ieons and wherein the sub-code is input a. me firs, machine b, cbek- 
selecting one of the displayed icons. 

j, associated in me second machine with a predetermined number of - 

7 . ThTmerhc^ as in Cairn 6, wherein on.y one of ore subcodes in the s« is 

associated with a non-zero e-point award. 
8 T«memod^inc 1 aim6,whereu,e«hofth.sub^desmme S et.s 

^dwiftanon-zeroe-pointawardandwheremfteawa^assoctated 



25 



4. 

5. 
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9. 



10. 



11. 
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^ ^ .hod as in chum 1 . "herein ««h game card forth" includes one ., 
instantredemptionoftherewardatthestore. 

validation code. 

The method a, in Cairn .0. including the addition.. steps «* 

d) re ^g«,e 8 an,ac tt d,o l h«s» K at l erUin g awa I d e du«. 



12. 

15 

13 



e) Ln<innin eto «u»valid M io„cod«o 0 u ieS am«ca rf i S vo,d;a n d 
0 providing the customer «ith , benefit for burning to the store. 

The method as in data, ... wherein the confirming stap «-*"" 
^ngarnachinaraadahiev^onof^^apordonofn-vaUdanon 

Tan! aomparin, tb. scanned perUon of the vaiidaUon ^ - 
aore of issued vaiidaUon codes in the promotional game or louery. 
TWa memod as in claim 1. including the additional steps of: 
, enab.ingm.cus^martosaiec.onaofunap^de.ermmeds.tes.r 

services on the internet; 
e) decrementing the number of e-points in response to use of the 

selected site or service. 
TnemeutodasinCaim B, including the additional step of ten— g the 

THe memod as in claim 1, inc.«ding *. addition*. ^ <* ^Tlfc 
^.romp.uralgameca^bvparminingd.ac^mar.omputm^e 

firs, machine the validation codes from the plural game cards 
16 Z method as in Cain, , , wherein each of the pluralitv of — ~des 
UassociatedinmasaccttdtnaoMne^.prede^nnmednnmberofa 

,7. Ttn^odasinclaiml.^mmenumherof.-poin.awardadthe 
customer is dynamically selected. 



14. 
15. 

25 
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code supported thereon; 
b) receiving the validation cod. a. .he designated W< »<e; 

voiding the received validation code; and 
« providing the customer with a benefit a. the predetermined 
* Ld store if ^ customer tenders a game card havmg a voided 

validation code. ^ 
A method for providing reward-based access 
Lme, Sites or services for which access is otherwise restncted, 

r^ingacostomeran^erofe-pointsbasedonap^ 
' paction in a retai, store, me award including an award ^ , 
k) permitting Ore customer to input a, leas, the award — a, 

customer, the number of e-points being 
nse of the designated sites or services on the internet. 
Tbe method as in claim .9, including the additional step of — 
I^saccessatthe designated sitesor services when the e-potnts run 

° Ut ' • .. no wherein the customer is permitted to input 

The method as m chum W. " herein * ifi lural 

plurf award identifier to aggregate the e- P omts that were awar 

purchase transactions. «.;„ nflt ed 
22 A method for directing a ~ from a retail store to . 

internet site and then to a second store, comprising the steps of. 

\ ^idingavisiblevalidationc^etomeeustomeratflte 

retail store; 

b . mistering the validation code at a designated mternet sue. 



21. 

25 
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it is registered; and 

a* » benefit if the tested validation 
d providing the customer with a benetit 

code was registered at the designated internet srte. 

, ■ i a5m 22 wherein the benefit is provided at the second 
The method as in claim 22, wnerem ui 

store ' , a i« a dirt-world store. 

The method as in claim 23, wherein the second store is a dirt w 
The method w herein the retail store and the second store are 

The method as in claim 22, wherem uie re 

^ ""t a ■ claim 22 wherein the visible validation code is provided 
n& The method as in claim I A wncrem u 

10 * -r^*^ 



23. 

24. 
25. 



27. 

15 28. 

29. 

20 30- 



31. 

25 ' 



on one oi a ' - . . « cf .c 

The method as in claim 22, v*««i» the sup of reg.st.nng compnses 

^:„ g *. ««— - - — - - ^ *• 

received validation code. # . 

^^.^^22,^^^^'^^™°'^ 
vdidarioncoa^atamachineinthesecondstore. 

^ „e,hc4 . in claim 2,, wherein - — -P 

Iparing the — d validation -* - «— VahdM, ° n 

^Uod. i «c.ai».2S,^e« tate _i S ^^^ a 

code, the step of obtaining the validation «* — *• *° 

machine-readable validation code. 

^ for encouraging - individual - * 
Xto^ngoneo^o^-woHd^co^^c^.-. 

"Lining a cod. from - individual - the design^ interne, si-, 
divine the code fa. the individual a, one of the dirt-world 



a) 
b) 



30 



c) 



providing a b-» to the individual If*, received code match* a 

stored code. 
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Th.me.hod . to cUiro 31. wher«inthe — ^ 
^the designated — si* >s distnbuted « - <— ~" — 

world store. .jj*„*Ih» 
ThemethodasincnunO!, whereto the benefit ,s provided to the 
individual at one or more preselected internet sites after the code has been 
received at one of the dirt-world stores. 

7— for encouraging an individua, to visit a design.,* - 
prior - visits one or more din-world stores, compristng th. s*ps, - 

'Lnina a cod. from the individual a, the designa^d interne, site; 
spring the code for ia«r access from any of ^ dirt-worid stores; 

c) receiving the code from the individu^ a. on. of the d,rt-»orld 

d) p lXl^vidua 1 vvid,ab.nef,.a,,ha,o M dU,-wo,.d S ..reif 

the received code matches a stored code. 
„ A „e^forconducOn B apromoUona..ar«,c < ,mprisir*0,es tt pso C 

' a) e rJi s, i nga a u r d-pa rt v P ri«P»vider,oprovid.pnzesfo,*e 
promotional game, each prize being enjoyed onlme; 
„, distributing codes from on. or more locations, me codes bemg 
red^bleforacr^towinatleastoneofsaidprtzes; 

c) receiving the codes a, on. o, more designated interne, sites; and 

response to receiving a previously distributed code at the designated 

internet sites. 

39 . The method as in claim 3 8, wherein the locations are internet sues. 



WO 00/62879 

32. 
33. 

5 

34. 
35. 

world store 

36. 
37. 

15 



order, of: 
a) 
b) 



9/23/2006, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



PCT/OS00/11094 



10 



15 



25 



30 



42. 



WO 00/62879 

-49- 

u , • i*im 38 wherein the locations are dirt-world stores. 
40 The method as in claim 38, wnerem 

restricted, comprising the steps of: 

response to a purchase transaction; 
» receiving the code a. a select site on the totem*; and 
Z«i — s to a, .east one o f s,d predated 
Lieesor^inresp.r^.orcceivin.urecod.atsa.dse.ecud 

^ „etd as in ciahn 4, , wherein the customer ma, he 
^ U .aUn=matasecond,ocaaor.««»«u,od i „clud,n g *eadd,,,.na> 

7 s *• «* in K5p<,,,se ,o * te " ivinB aep; 

rt receiving the code at the second location; and - 
« providing ft. cummer with -he benefit in response to det.rnun.ng 
•hat the code received a, the second location previous!, has been 

electronically marked. 
43 . then,e0 1 odasi„c,.ir»42,»herein U tefirs,di B -wor,ds M reanda«seeo^ 

location are the same. 
«4 T :methodas i nc 1 aim41,whereinthecodeisprovidedononeo f a g ame 

card, a receipt, a sticker, a label, and product packaging. 
45 .memodforprocessingavalidationcodereceivedatapointofsaleCPOS) 

m achine during a purchase transaction, comprising the steps of: 

comparing the validation code to registered validation codes- 
generating a discount signal in response to the comparison, the 
discount signal awarding the customer a discount if the customer 
has already registered the validation code at a designated Internet 



a. 
b. 
c. 



site; and , , 

discounting the purchase transition in the amount of the .warded 

discount. 



9/23/2 



006, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



WO 00/62879 



PCTA3SOO/11094 



1/24 




23/2006, EAST Versi 



PCT/US00/11094 



WO 00/62879 



2/24 



Figure 2 



204 



200 




206 
202 



q n 4 ib 



210 



-ree 
Burger^ 





212 

oat5i o iwoooio i □ iwaoj 




9/23/2006, EAST Vers 



ion: 2.1.0.14 



PCT/US00/U094 




PCT/USOO/11094 

WO 00/62879 



4/24 

cm -^r 

o o ^ 

^ o 




9/23/2006 r EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



WO 00/62879 



PCTVUS00/11094 



5/24 



Figure 5 
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Figure 1 1 
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Figure 1 2 
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Figure 1 3 
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Figure 23 
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